STORIES    REVIVE

Age is very different from the technique
of The Ambassadors. But the technique of
What Maisie Knew closely approaches the tech-
nique employed by Mr. de la Mare in The
Almond Tree. Alter the technique of Maisie
and you alter the substance. The subject is
'what Maisie knew', and therefore nothing
her observation would have failed to record
can be admitted. That the child's mind is
to remain innocent and lovely, and that what
we are to see her surrounded by is a narrow
world of the vulgarest and most promiscuous
uncleanness, may make the task of the
novelist enormously difficult, but difficulty
never daunted that grand old artist, it acted,
on the contrary, as a stimulus. In his first
conception of the book he even intended to
restrict himself to what his small heroine
might be supposed to have understood and
interpreted, but experiment showed him his
subject 'strangled in that extreme rigour. . . .
The infant mind would at the best leave great
gaps and voids. ... I should have to stretch
the matter to what my wondering witness
materially and inevitably saw; a great deal
of which quantity she either wouldn't under-
stand at all or would quite misunderstand.